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ALS mission statement

Advanced Learning Schools provides students with an opportunity to acquire and demonstrate
knowledge, appreciation and respect for their own cultural heritage, integrated with an

understanding of, curiosity about, compassion and tolerance toward other cultures of the
world.

It provides an environment that encourages moral development, active and independent
learning, analytical thinking, life-long learning, and respect for individual differences and
sensitivity to the moral, social and environmental requirements of the global community.

IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural
understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations
to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.



The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP)

The information that follows in this section has been obtained from the International
Baccalaureate Organization. For additional information on the middle years programme please

visit the IBO website at www.ibo.org.

The MYP is designed for students aged 11 to 16. The MYP has been devised to guide students in
their search for a sense of belonging in the world around them. It also aims to help students to
develop the knowledge, attitudes and skills they need to participate actively and responsibly in
a changing and increasingly interrelated world. This means teaching them to become more
independent learners who can recognize relationships between school subjects and the world
outside, and learn to combine relevant knowledge, experience and critical thinking to solve

authentic problems.
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Figure 1
The programme

In the programme model for the MYP, the first ring around the student at the centre describes
the features of the programme that help students develop disciplinary (and interdisciplinary)

understanding.



Approaches to Learning (ATL)

Approaches to Learning is central to the programme, as it is concerned with developing the
intellectual discipline, attitudes, strategies and skills which will result in critical, coherent and
independent thought and the capacity for problem solving and decision making. It goes far
beyond study skills, having to do with “learning how to learn” and with developing an
awareness of thought processes and their strategic use. ATL skills show that true learning is
more than the acquisition of knowledge: it involves its thoughtful application, as well as critical
thinking and problem solving, both individually and collaboratively.

IB programmes identify five ATL skill categories, expanded into developmentally appropriate
skill clusters.

Communication |. Communication
Social II. Collaboration
Self-management Ill. Organization
| IV. Affective
V. Reflection
Research | V1. Information literacy

VIl. Media literacy
Thinking VIII. Critical thinking
IX. Creative thinking

X. Transfer

Conceptual Understanding

The MYP programme follows the concept-driven curriculum framework which allows students
to demonstrate levels of thinking that reach beyond facts or topics. Concepts are used to
formulate the understandings that students should retain in the future; they become principles
and generalizations that students can use to understand the world and to succeed in further
study and in life beyond school. There are two kinds of concepts. Key concepts are ideas which
provide interdisciplinary breadth to the programme. Related concepts which are grounded in
each subject disciplines and explore the key concepts in greater detail providing depth to the
programme.



MYP Global Contexts

The six Global contexts shown in figure 2 give the MYP its common language for powerful
contextual learning so that students will become increasingly aware of the connections
between subject content and the real world, rather than considering subjects as isolated areas
unrelated to each other and to the world. The MYP presents knowledge as an integrated
whole, emphasizing the acquisition of skills and self-awareness of broader and more complex

global issues.
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Figure 2
Global Contexts



How do we assess?

For all summative assessment, students have criteria with which they will be assessed. It
provides guidelines on what teachers will be looking for when assessing the students’
knowledge and deeper understanding of the unit statement of inquiry. It also helps the
students know what is expected of them so that they can prepare and the best they can.

MYP Assessment Criteria

The MYP assessment criteria across subject groups can be summarized as follows. Each
criterion has 8 possible levels that can be achieved. You can find more details in the subject
section of this guide.
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MYP General Grade Descriptors

To arrive at a criterion levels total for each student, teachers add together the student’s final
achievement levels in all criteria of the subject group.

ALS uses the following MYP provided grade boundary guidelines table that follows to determine
final grades in each year of the MYP. The table provides a means of converting the criterion
levels total into a grade based on a scale of 1-7.

Grade Boundary Descriptor
guidelines

1 1-5 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and
contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very
inflexible, rarely using knowledge or skills.

2 6-9 Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or
significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts.
Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally
inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying
knowledge and skills.

3 10-14 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic
understanding of many concepts and contexts, with occasionally
significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some
basic critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of
knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom
situations.

4 15-18 Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding
of most concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and
minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking.
Uses knowledge and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom
situations, but requires supportin unfamiliar situations.

5 19-23 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and
creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge
and skills in familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with
support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

6 24-27 Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates
extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates
critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses
knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-
world situations, often with independence.

7 28-32 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and
contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and
creative thinking. Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with
independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and
real-world situations.
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Course Description:

MYP 3 Language and Literature English

Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating; therefore it permeates the whole of
life. This course is designed to help students develop an appreciation of the nature of language and
literature, of the many influences on language and literature and of its power and beauty. Students will
be encouraged to recognize that proficiency in languages is a powerful tool for communication in all

societies and the ability language gives them to create and express themselves.

Aims and Objectives:

° use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis
and social interaction

° develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a
variety of contexts

° develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and
non-literary texts

° engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures

° explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and
non-literary texts

° explore language through a variety of media and modes

° develop a lifelong interest in reading

° apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Language and Literature English

Objective A: Analysis

Objective B: Organizing

Objective C: Producing
Text

Objective D: Using
Language

i. identify & explain the
content, context,
language, structure,
technique & style of
text(s) & the relationships
among texts

ii. identify & explain the
effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience

iii. justify opinions & ideas,
using examples,
explanations and
terminology

iv. interpret similarities &
differences in features
within & between genres
& texts.

i. employ organizational
structures that serve the
context and intention

ii. organize opinions and
ideas in a logical manner

iii. use referencing and
formatting tools to create
a presentation style
suitable to the context
and intention.

i. produce texts that
demonstrate thought,
imagination & sensitivity,
while exploring &
considering new
perspectives & ideas
arising from personal
engagement with the
creative process

ii. make stylistic choices
in terms of linguistic,
literary and visual
devices, demonstrating
awareness of impact on
an audience

iii. select relevant details
and examples to support
ideas.

i. use appropriate and
varied vocabulary,
sentence structures and
forms of expression

ii. write and speak in an
appropriate register and
style

iii. use correct grammar,
syntax and punctuation

iv. spell (alphabetic
languages), write
(character languages) and
pronounce with accuracy

V. use appropriate
non-verbal
communication
techniques.




Materials and Resources:
Students will need to provide the following:
1. Abinder to keep their notes and handouts in — this will stay in the classroom

2. A Composition notebook — this will stay in the classroom

3. Colored pencils

4. Aruler

5. Daily planner to keep track of assignments and due dates
Units of Study:

1-Informational Texts( Urban Planning )
2-Short Stories

3-The Outsiders

4- The Pearl

5- Poetry

6-Mythology

MYP Criteria for Assessment:
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Criterion A Analysis Maximum 8
Criterion B Organizing Maximum 8
Criterion C Producing Text Maximum 8
Criterion D Using Language Maximum 8

These are some of the ways the Criteria will be assessed:
e Written Tasks and Assessment

Research Projects

Essays

Response to Literature

Presentations

Group projects

Classroom Expectations:

1. Students will be prepared each day with their journal, binder, pen or pencil, any
needed project materials and their text.

2. Students will show respect for themselves and others by waiting to be called on
to speak, keeping their hands to themselves, not speaking out of turn or using
any disparaging comments.

3. Students will be seated in their assigned seat when the bell rings or will be
considered tardy.

4. Students will take care of their personal needs (bathroom, water, calling home)
during break time or lunch.

5. Students will come to class ready and willing to participate in the lesson or
activity.

6. Students will follow all school rules.

Contact Information

William Stansbury Flona Assafiri

wstansbury@alsschools.com fassafiri@alsschools.com
10
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Ao e St MYP 3 Mathematics

Course Description:

MYP mathematics sets out to give students, appreciation of the usefulness, power and beauty
of the subject. In the MYP Mathematics program students learn to use mathematics in order to
think critically, and with the understanding that in applied mathematics there are many
different approaches to a solution and sometimes more than one right answer. The central idea
of all mathematics is to discover how having knowledge of some things, and using reasoning,
permits students to develop knowledge of other things.

Aims and Objectives:

The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and enable students to:
e enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power
e develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics
e communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts
e develop logical, critical and creative thinking
e develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in mathematical thinking and

problem-solving

develop powers of generalization and abstraction

e apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of knowledge
and future developments

e appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each
other

e appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of
mathematicians and the applications of mathematics

® appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the
universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives

e appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge

e develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in
mathematics

e develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Mathematics

Objective A:
Knowing and
Understanding

Objective D: Applying
Mathematics in Real Life
Context

Objective B: Investigating
Patterns

Objective C:
Communicating

i. select appropriate
mathematics when solving
problems in both familiar
and unfamiliar situations

ii. apply the selected
mathematics successfully
when solving problems

i. select and apply
mathematical
problem-solving
techniques to discover
complex patterns

ii. describe patterns as
relationships and/or
general rules consistent
with findings

i. use appropriate
mathematical language
(notation, symbols and
terminology) in both oral
and written explanations

ii. use appropriate forms
of mathematical
representation to
present information

i. identify relevant
elements of authentic
real-life situations

ii. select appropriate
mathematical strategies
when solving authentic
real-life situations

14




iii. solve problems
correctly in a variety of
contexts.

iii. verify and justify
relationships and/or iii. move between
general rules. different forms of
mathematical
representation

iv. communicate
complete and coherent
mathematical lines of
reasoning

v. organize information

using a logical structure.

iii. apply the selected
mathematical strategies
successfully to reach a
solution

iv. explain the degree of
accuracy of a solution

v. explain whether a
solution makes sense in
the context of the
authentic real-life
situation.

Materials:

Students should bring to class the following materials at all times:
® 2x A4 2 ring binder with insertable dividers
® 2x A4 notebook
* A4 graph notebook
Scientific Calculator

Geometry set

Resources:

e Mathematics Prentice Hall, Course 3, Pearson 2011
e Khanacadamy.org

® Brainpop.com

e Common Core State Standards Initiative: http://www.corestandards.org/Math/

Units of Study:

Grade 8

QUARTER 1

Unit

Domain/Standards

[ime Frame (Wks/Hrs)

1 | Numbers& Exponents

Decimal expansions and irrational

numbers

Compare values of irrational numbers

8.EE.1 Integer exponents

8.EE.2 Square root and cube roots

8.EE.3 Very small and very large
quantities

8.EE.4 Scientific notation

5 Weeks
21 Hours

2 ythagorean Theorem

roof of Pythagorean Theorem

8.G.7 Apply Pythagorean Theorem to
determine unknown side length

3 Weeks
13 Hours

15




8.G.8Apply Pythagorean Theorem to
find distance between points

8.EE.7 Solve linear equations in one

Two-way tables

. . 3 Weeks
Equations variable
13 Hours
i Pairs of simultaneous linear equations 5 Weeks
Linear Systems
21 Hours
raw geometric shapes with given
conditions
8.EE.5Graph and compare proportional
relationships
Use similar triangles to explain slope 4 Weeks
Functions ;
8.F.1 Understand functions 17 Hours
8.F.2 Compare properties of functions
8.F.3 Linear functions
8.F.4 Construct & interpret linear
functions
8.F.5 Describe functional relationships
Volumes of cones, cylinders, and
3 Weeks
Volume spheres
13 Hours
erify properties of transformations
nderstand congruence using
transformation
o escribe effects of transformations in 5 Weeks
bngruency / Similarity
plane 21 Hours
nderstand similarity using
transformation
ngles, parallel lines cut by transversal
L. Scatter plots
atters/ Bivariate Data . .
2 Line of best fit 2 weeks
. nterpret slope in data representation 8 Hours
Review

16




MYP Criteria for Assessment:
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding Maximum 8
Assessed through the following:

® C(Classroom tests

e Examinations

e Assignments that include both familiar and unfamiliar situations

Criterion B: Investigating Patterns Maximum 8
Assessed through mathematical investigations by allowing students:

e to choose their own mathematical techniques

e to reason from the specific to the general

[}
Criterion C: Communicating Maximum 8
Assessed through reporting of investigations and real-life problems

Criterion D: Applying Mathematics in Real Life Context Maximum 8
Assessed through the use of mathematical concepts while solving real-life problems

Classroom Expectations:

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS
| follow R.E.S.P.E.C.T
e Respect for others, the teacher, lab and classroom equipment, and most importantly
YOURSELF!
Excellence in effort in all assignments, homework and everything you do.
Safety Rules must be followed at all times.
Prepared for Class, All materials needed for class must be brought with you.
Eating and Drinking is not allowed in the Science Lab. Water in closed bottles are
allowed.
Cooperation between students as well as teachers is a must.
e Timeliness is a virtue! You must be on time for class and homework and assignments
must be handed in on-time to avoid penalties.

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND LATE WORK

If you are absent, you must consult the assignment calendar to find out what work needs to be
done during your absence. Assignments will be with you at the end of each week. All work
must be turned in on time. The work listed on the calendar is due when you return from your
absence. You have one day to make up missed quizzes and class work, and two days to make
up missed tests and labs. Please contact your teacher, if you have unusual circumstances such
as a long illness. If you do not attempt to make up the work during the time allowed, a zero will

be given for that work.
Contact Information:
Javier C. Dominguez Hana Zain

jdominguez@alsschools.com hzain@alsschools.com
17
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Course Description:

MYP 3 Sciences

At ALS, IB Sciences are taught as an Integrated subject in Level 2 and Level 3 of the MYP -
Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Earth Sciences are combined. Throughout the course, students
are given the opportunities to relate the concepts taught to real life situations and to find the
link with their other subject groups. MYP sciences aspires to develop scientifically informed,
caring and responsible individuals, who can think critically and make informed choices about
the environment, society, and themselves.

Aims and Objectives:

The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable students to:

e understand and appreciate science and its implications

consider science as a human endeavour with benefits and limitations

e cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems,
construct explanations and judge arguments
e develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach

conclusions

Objective A: Knowing and
understanding

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Science

Objective B: Inquiring and
designing

Objective C: Processing
and evaluating

build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate
apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts
develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living environments

reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices.

Objective D: Reflecting on
the impacts of science

i. describe scientific
knowledge

ii. apply scientific knowledge
and understanding to solve
problems set in familiar and
unfamiliar situations

iii. analyse information to
make scientifically supported
judgments.

i. describe a problem or
question to be tested by a
scientific investigation

ii. outline a testable
hypothesis and explain it
using scientific reasoning

iii. describe how to
manipulate the variables,
and describe how data will
be collected

iv. design scientific
investigations.

i. present collected and
transformed data

ii. interpret data and
describe results using
scientific reasoning

iii. discuss the validity of a
hypothesis based on the
outcome of the scientific
investigation

iv. discuss the validity of
the method

v. describe improvements
or extensions to the
method.

i. describe the ways in which
science is applied and used
to address a specific problem
or issue

ii. discuss and analyse the
various implications of the
use of science and its
application in solving a
specific problem or issue

iii. apply scientific language
effectively

iv. document the work of
others and sources of
information used.

18




Materials:
Students should bring to class the following materials:

Pens, highlighters, pencils, coloring pencils, markers, rulers, glue and scissors
4 different colors of playdough

A4 whiteboard with whiteboard markers

A4 2 ring binder with insert able dividers

A4 notebook, punched with 2 holes (journal)

Tri-fold boards for the Science Fair

Resources:

e Glencoe I Science Student Texts: “Cell Structures and Functions” “Atoms and Elements”
“Forces and Motion” “Exploring Earth”

e www.brainpop.com

e www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/

Units of Study:
1. Unit 1: Atoms and Elements: Bonding Basics
2. Unit 2: Cells Structures and Functions
3. Unit 3: Forces and Motion: Newton’s Laws of Motion
4. Unit 4: Exploring Earth: The changing earth

MYP Criteria for Assessment:
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Criterion A Knowing and understanding Maximum 8
Assessed through the following:

e Classroom tests

e Examinations

® Assignments that include both familiar and unfamiliar situations

Criterion B Inquiring and designing Maximum 8
Assessed through inquiring and designing lab investigations

Criterion C Processing and evaluating Maximum 8
Assessed through processing and evaluating data in lab investigations

Criterion D Reflecting on the impacts of science Maximum 8

Assessed through essays, projects, tests and investigations
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WHAT IS EXPECTED OF STUDENTS

| follow R.E.S.P.E.C.T

e Respect for others, the teacher, lab and classroom equipment, and most importantly
YOURSELF!

e Excellence in effort in all assignments, homework and everything you do.

e Safety Rules must be followed at all times.

e Prepared for Class, All materials needed for class must be brought with you.

e Eating and Drinking is not allowed in the Science Lab. Water in closed bottles are
allowed.

e Cooperation between students as well as teachers is a must.

e Timeliness is a virtue! You must be on time for class and homework and assignments
must be handed in on-time to avoid penalties.

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND LATE WORK

If you are absent, you must consult the assignment calendar to find out what work needs to be
done during your absence. Assignments will be with you at the end of each week. All work
must be turned in on time. The work listed on the calendar is due when you return from your
absence. Upon your return, you have one day to make up missed quizzes and class work, and
two days to make up missed tests and labs. Please contact your teachers at some as possible, if
you have any unusual circumstances, such as a long illness. If you do not attempt to make up
the work during the time allowed, a zero will be given for that work.

Contact Information:
Fadel Al Fagih: Asma Safadi
falfagih@alsschools.com asafadi@alsschools.com
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Course Description:

MYP 3 Individuals and Societies

This course is designed to help students gain a holistic view of the world and equip them with
the skills necessary to inquire into historical, contemporary, geographical, political, social,
economic, religious, technological and cultural factors that have an impact on individuals,
societies and environments.

Aims and Objectives:

° appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity

° understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the
environment

° understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve

° identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural
environment

° act as responsible citizens of local and global communities

° develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the relationships

between individuals, societies and the environments in which they live.

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Individuals and Societies

Objective A: Knowing &

Objective B:

Objective C:

Objective D: Thinking

Understanding
i. use a range of
terminology in context
ii. demonstrate
knowledge and
understanding of
subject-specific content
and concepts, through
descriptions,
explanations and
examples.

Investigating
i. formulate/choose a
clear and focused
research question,
explaining its relevance
ii. formulate and follow
an action plan to
investigate a research
question
iii. use methods to
collect and record
relevant information
iv. evaluate the process
and results of the
investigation, with
guidance.

Communicating
i. communicate
information and ideas
in a way that is
appropriate for the
audience and purpose
ii. structure
information and ideas
according to the task
instructions
iii. create a reference
list and cite sources of
information.

Critically
i. analyse concepts,
issues, models, visual
representation and/or
theories
ii. summarize
information to make
valid, well-supported
arguments
iii. analyse a range of
sources/data in terms of
origin and purpose,
recognizing values and
limitations
iv. recognize different
perspectives and
explain their
implications.

Materials and Resources:

Students will need to provide the following
e PDF Copy of the book. “Google Classroom.”
e Daily planner to keep track of assignments and due dates
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e laptop

Units of Study
1. Q:1“Canada & The United States - Urban Planning” Virtual Unit.
2. Q: 2 “Europe past, present & future”
3. Q:3 “South America “
4. Q:4 “Russia“

MYP Criteria for Assessment
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Criterion A Knowing and understanding Maximum 8
Criterion B Investigating Maximum 8
Criterion C Communicating Maximum 8
Criterion D Thinking critically Maximum 8

These are some of the ways the Criteria will be assessed:
e \Written Tasks and Assessment
e Research Projects
e Drawing and mapping
® Presentations
® Group projects

Classroom Expectations
e Students will be prepared each day to finish the task assigned on google classroom
and be present during live sessions.
e Students will enter Google class ready and willing to participate in the lesson or
activity.
e Students will follow all virtual school rules.
e Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in failure.

Contact Information:

Maher Qanbaz Luma Abdel Hadi
mqganbaz@alsschools.com labdelhadi@alsschools.com
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Course Description:

MYP 3 Physical and Health Education

MYP physical and health education aims to empower students to understand and appreciate
the value of being physically active and develop the motivation for making healthy life choices.
To this end, physical and health education courses foster the development of knowledge, skills
and attitudes that will contribute to a student’s balanced and healthy lifestyle. Through
opportunities for active learning, courses in this subject group embody and promote the holistic
nature of well-being. Students engaged in physical and health education will explore a variety
of concepts that help foster an awareness of physical development and health perspectives,
empowering them to make informed decisions and promoting positive social interaction.

Aims and Objectives:
Use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts
Participate effectively in a variety of contexts

Understand the value of physical activity
Achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle
Collaborate and communicate effectively
Build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility
Reflect on their learning experiences.

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Physical and Health Education

Objective A:

Knowing and
understanding

Objective B:
Planning for
performance

Objective C:
Applying and
performing

Objective D:
Reflecting and
improving performance

i. Describe physical
health education
factual, procedural and
conceptual knowledge

ii. Apply physical and
health education
knowledge to explain
issues and solve
problems set in familiar
and unfamiliar
situations

iii. Apply physical and
health terminology
effectively to
communicate
understanding.

i. Design and explain a
plan for improving
physical performance
and health

ii. Explain the
effectiveness of a plan

based on the outcome.

i. Demonstrate and
apply a range of skills
and techniques

ii. Demonstrate and
apply a range of
strategies and
movement concepts

iii. Outline and apply
information to perform
effectively.

i. Describe and
demonstrate strategies
to enhance
interpersonal skills

ii.

outline goals and apply
strategies to enhance
performance

iii. Explain and evaluate
performance.
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Materials and Resources:
All students need the following items for each PE lesson:
® Appropriate sports shoes that provide cushioning & support (no Converse shoes or football
boots with studs, unless it is the unit of football).

® A4 ring binder file

e Lined paper

e Plastic pockets

e *Any bracelets not removed must be covered with a sweatband
Units of Study:

1. Volleyball: Rules of Volleyball, serving, digging, setting, spiking, passing, include some of
the skills that will be covered during this unit. Although students will improve their
Volleyball skills, they will also be given the opportunity to improve their presentation
skills, teamwork and collaboration skills, and social skills during this unit.

2. Soccer and sports nutrition: Being one of the popular units, it is also one that the
students enjoy the most. We work on improving soccer skills like trapping, shooting,
dribbling, etc, we do however use soccer as a vehicle to improve teamwork, encourage
leadership, and develop other skills.

3. Team games: During our third unit of study, students often work together as teams,
playing games, solving problems. Therefore, it offers us the perfect opportunity to
develop their ability to solve problems, and teach them the value of teamwork.

4. Basketball: Rules of Basketball, dribbling, shooting and passing include some of the skills
that will be covered during this unit. Although students will improve their Basketball
skills, they will also be given the opportunity to improve on presentation skills,
teamwork, and social skills, during this unit.

5. Dance: For this unit, we allow students to be as creative as they want to be. We explore
traditional dances like the Ardah, as well as modern dances. Students will explore
reasons why people dance.

MYP Criteria for Assessment:
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.
Maximum: 8

Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding

At the end of MYP 3, students should be able to:

i. Outline physical health education-related factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge

ii. Identify physical and health education knowledge to describe issues and solve problems set
in familiar and unfamiliar situations

iii. Apply physical and health terminology to communicate understanding.

eCriterion A must be assessed in non-performance/non-playing situations.
eCriterion A can be assessed only through written or oral tasks.

Criterion B: Planning for performance

At the end of MYP 3, students should be able to:

i. construct and outline a plan for improving health or physical activity
ii. describe the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome.
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eCriterion B can be assessed through units that require students to inquire and plan.
Examples include: composition of aesthetic movement routines (such as gymnastics,
dance, sport aerobics, martial arts), fitness training programmes, coaching programmes,
game creation and laboratory investigations (such as fitness, skill acquisition, energy
systems).

e Planning for the execution of skills is not appropriate for assessment against this
criterion. (For example, criterion B is not used to assess a student’s plan of how to
execute a skill such as tackling in rugby or performing a lay-up in basketball.)

e In order to meet the requirements of criterion B, students must carry out their plan to
evaluate it.

Criterion C: Applying and performing

At the end of MYP 3, students should be able to:

i. Recall and apply a range of skills and techniques effectively

ii. Recall and apply a range of strategies and movement concepts
iii. Recall and apply information to perform effectively.

eCriterion C must be assessed in performance/playing situations.

¢ A student’s ability to recall and apply skills and techniques effectively could include:

accuracy, efficiency, control, coordination, timing, fluency, speed and power.

¢ A student’s ability to recall and apply strategies and movement concepts effectively
could include: the use of space, force and flow of movement and adaptation to various

situations.

Criterion D: Reflecting and improving performance

At the end of MYP 3, students should be able to:

i. Identify and demonstrate strategies to enhance interpersonal skills
ii. Identify goals and apply strategies to enhance performance

iii. Describe and summarize performance.

° Criterion D is appropriate for assessing personal and social development in
sports/performance leadership and officiating.

Classroom Expectations
e Students are expected to show up on time
e Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to participate

Contact Information

randa shananir loan Pisoc
rshnaneer@alsschools.com ipisoc@alsschools.com
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Course Description:

Every person has the ability to be creative. In a rapidly changing world, it cannot be assumed
that the knowledge and understanding that students develop during their formal education will
be sufficient. Learning to think critically and creatively enables us to analyse situations, revisit
challenges, create possible solutions, and innovate our way into a better future. MYP Visual Art
provides students with the tools for generating creative thought and encouraging creative
behaviors, which will allow students to develop their creativity across all MYP subject groups
and foster lifelong learning.

Aims and Objectives:

The aims of MYP arts are to encourage and enable students to:
create and present art

develop skills specific to the discipline

engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery
make purposeful connections between investigation and practice
understand the relationship between art and its contexts
respond to and reflect on art

deepen their understanding of the world

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Visual Arts

Objective A: Knowing Objective B: Objective C: Objective D:
and Understanding Developing Skills Thinking Creatively Responding
i. demonstrate i. demonstrate the i.outline a clear and i. outline connections
knowledge of the art acquisition and feasible artistic intention | and transfer learning
form studied, including | development of the to new settings
concepts, processes, skills and techniques of | ii. outline alternatives,
and the use of the art form studied perspectives, and ii. create an artistic
appropriate language imaginative solutions response inspired by
i. demonstrate the the world around
i. demonstrate application of skills and | iii. demonstrate the them
knowledge of the role of | techniques to create, exploration of ideas
the art form in original | perform and/or present | through the iii. evaluate the
or displaced contexts art developmental process | artwork of self and
to a point of realization. | others.
iii. use acquired
knowledge to inform
their artwork.

Materials and Resources:
All students need the following items for each lesson:
e The Visual Art Journal - 9 x 12” hard-cover sketchbook with at least 50 blank pages
e Drawing pencils, eraser, ruler and pencil sharpener
® Pencil crayons
e Coloured and black markers
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A locking compass

Units of Study:

1.
2.

Islamic Tessellation and Saudi civilisation
Op Art (Students design and create their own color/black and white Optical Illusion.)

MYP Criteria for Assessment:

A: Knowing and Understanding Maximum 8
B: Developing Skills Maximum 8
C: Thinking Creatively Maximum 8
D: Responding Maximum 8

Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Research.

Class Assignments.
Formative assessment.

Final summative assessment.
Art criticism/ reflection.

Classroom Expectations:

Students are expected to come to class prepared to work, create and collaborate with
one another.

Students are expected to be engaged and on task.

Clean up after yourself. Help to organize and maintain the supplies.

Bring art materials and visual arts journal to each class.

Contact Information:
Mohammed Fattouh Maryam Harb
mfattouh@alsschools.com mharb@alsschools.com
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Course Description:

Design, and the resultant development of new technologies, has given rise to profound changes
in society: transforming how we access and process information; how we adapt our
environment; how we communicate with others; how we are able to solve problems; how we
work and live. Design is the link between innovation and creativity, taking thoughts and
exploring the possibilities and constraints associated with products or systems, allowing them
to redefine and manage the generation of further thought through prototyping,
experimentation and adaptation. It is human-centered and focuses on the needs, wants and
limitations of the end user.

Aims and Objectives:
The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable students to:
e Enjoy the design process, develop an appreciation of its elegance and power
e Develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design and
create solutions to problems using the design cycle
e Use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate
information, model and create solutions, and to solve problems
e Develop an appreciation of the impact of design innovations for life, global society and
environments
® Appreciate past, present and emerging design within cultural, political, social, historical
and environmental contexts
o Develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to problems
e Act with integrity and honesty, and take responsibility for their own actions developing
effective working practices.

MYP Objectives for Grade 8 Design

Objective A:
Inquiring and analyzing

Objective B:
Developing ideas

Objective C:
Creating the solution

Objective D:
Evaluating

I. Explain and justify the
need for a solution to a
problem

Il. Construct a research
plan, which states and
prioritizes the primary
and secondary research
needed to develop a
solution to the problem

lll. Analyse a group of
similar products that
inspire a solution to the
problem

I. Develop a design
specification, which
outlines the success
criteria for the design
of a solution based on
the data collected

Il. Present a range of
feasible design ideas,
which can be correctly
interpreted by others

I1l. Present the chosen
design and outline the
reasons for its selection

I. Construct a logical
plan, which outlines
the efficient use of
time and resources,
sufficient for peers to
be able to follow to
create the solution

Il. Demonstrate
excellent technical
skills when making the
solution

lll. Follow the plan to
create the solution,

I. Describe detailed and
relevant testing
methods, which
generate accurate data,
to measure the success
of the solution

Il. Explain the success of
the solution against the
design specification

I1l. Describe how the
solution could be
improved
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Iv. Develop a design
brief, which presents
the analysis of relevant
research.

Iv. Develop accurate
planning
drawings/diagrams and
outline requirements
for the creation

which functions as
intended

IV. Explain changes
made to the chosen
design and plan when
making the solution

V. Present the solution
as a whole.

IV. Describe the impact
of the solution on the
client/target audience.

Materials and Resources:
e Reference book: “computer concepts in action”

e Reference book: “101 Red hot ICT Starter”
e www.dropbox.com
® Internet resources
® School computers or student laptops
e School application software
e Handouts
Units of Study:
Unit Title Unit Question

Publishing on the web

How can learning of technology help me and others make
healthier choices?

Data handling and
management of data
systems

How can | use technology to help my community?

Controlling and monitoring

Can | create a product/solution to communicate with others?

Web Animation

Can | use technology to help the environment?

MYP Criteria for Assessment:
Students will be assessed against the following Criteria/Objectives in a variety of ways.

Criterion A | Inquiring and Maximum 8
analysing

Criterion B | Developing ideas Maximum 8

Criterion C | Creating the solution | Maximum 8

Criterion D | Evaluating Maximum 8

The criteria will be assessed by creating a project in each quarter and is a compulsory
component of all MYP design courses.

The project must be assessed using all four criteria. It must be presented as a design folder that
is clearly divided into four sections: one per criterion. It is required to begin with the student’s
inquiry into the problem and end with the evaluation of the product/solution.
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Classroom Expectations:

My students and | will be in class on time.

Students will never stay in the class after the bell rings to avoid being late for the next
class.

Students will never leave handouts behind.

Students will always leave their place as clean and organized as it was.

Students will always bring all required materials to class.

Students will always have all homework completed on time. Incomplete homework will
result in lunch detention and grade deduction.

Students will not chew gum, drink, or eat in class.

My students and | will respect the school’s and other people’s property and feelings.

If a student is absent for a quiz or test, the quiz or test will not be retaken without a
written permission from the principal.

Students will ask for help if they don’t understand.

Students will perform their BEST this year!

Contact Information:

Javier Carrasco May Binshaiq

Javier.carrasco.dominguez@gmail.com mbinshaig@alsschools.com
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